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taxes is within the control of the Northern Ireknd Govern-
ment and Parliament.

SCOTLAND
James I, King of Scots, succeeded to the English throne
in 1603. During the tumultuous century that followed, at-
tempts were made to increase the effectiveness of the dynastic
union of the two kingdoms, and from 1653 to 1660 the king-
doms had, in form at least, one parliament and one govern-
ment. But effective parliamentary union was not achieved
until 1707. The Act of Union declared the two kingdoms "in
the year 1707, and forever after,19 be united into one kingdom
by the name of Great Britain. .. " Scotland was to retain its
own legal system.
In 1885 the office of Secretary for Scotland was created,20
and in 1926 the office became that of Secretary of State. The
holder of the post has duties which are unique among Cabinet
Ministers. He discharges an assortment of "heterogeneous and
disconnected functions within an area that is territorially de-
limited." 21 He is responsible for an enormous range of gov-
ernment activities impinging on five million people.
As Scotland has its own legal and administrative system
and its own peculiar problems, many measures of the West-
minster Parliament are enacted separately for Scotland. Any
Bill relating exclusively to Scotland is considered by the Stand-
ing Committee for Scottish Bills (or the Scottish Grand Com-
mittee, as it is more usually called) which consists of all Mem-
bers representing Scottish constituencies together with be-
tween ten and fifteen other Members. The Scottish Grand
^ No Parliament can, in fact, bind a future Parliament.
20 Or, to be more exact, re-created, as die post had existed during the
eighteenth century.
21 Report of the Committee on Scottish Admmstration (Cmd. 5563),
H.MS.O., 1937.